E GYPT
With and beyond
the Pyramid
and Temple

Nov 29 - Dec 14, 2022
16 days

Egypt conjures visions of the Great Pyramids,
Luxor temples,
the Valley of the Kings,
and the storied Nile
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but there is far more

Some Highlights & Unique Experiences Included in Our Journey
• Fayoum - Egypt’s beautiful, yet overlooked hidden treasure. Here,
surrounded by lakes, olive farms, art, unique pottery and UNESCO World
Heritage site, Wadi Al Hitan , we will unwind to get ready for our
immersion into Egypt’s 6000 year history
• Nile Sailing Cruise - We will sail from Luxor to Aswan on a seven cabin
sailing Dahabeya as we visit temples, villages and overnight in coves
which only our small vessel can reach. Nights will be spent away from
the noisy hubs where larger ships overnight.
It will also be our hotel while visiting Luxor and Aswan, so no need to unpack!
• Arabian Horse Farm - Taking a break from the Pyramids, we will visit a nearby breeding farm, classified as one of the top 5 in the
world
• Modern Cairo - Visit bookstores and coffee shops frequented by young Egyptians, dinner with a family and lunch at
a 3-table restaurant served by its owner
• The New Grand Museum - Private guided visit (If the museum is closed, we will visit the Cairo Egyptian Museum
• Flexibility - optional visits to some temples and entrance to some tombs not included in itinerary if time permit
• 5% of our proceeds will be donated to a children’s hospital which is possible to visi
• Maximum 10 guest
• Private guide throughout
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Please note that visits and routing might change do to unforeseen circumstances and/or COVID protocols and closed venues

Dahabeya
‘The Golden One’
Our home while on the Nile will be a
luxuriously appointed Dahabeya, a 7-cabin
sailing vessel styled after cruises that were
sailing on the Nile at the turn of the century
It features 5-star amenities and all the bells and
whistles to ensure we can live i
the lap of luxury from the moment we board
We will feel the Soul of Egypt as we go up the
Nile visiting the many temples and tombs that
are the highlights of any visit with
our own private guide

.
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Read more about our Dahabeya

Day by Day Itinerary
Nov. 29 Tues. Cairo - Fayoum
Our friends in Egypt will greet us at the airport and
will drive us to Fayoum (2.5hrs)
Four nights including breakfast at a Lakeside Resort in
Fayoum
We will have a bit of time to settle before gathering for a
welcome reception.
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The Fayoum Oasis is a depression in the desert immediately to the west
of the Nile south of Cairo in Egypt. It includes the famous Joseph's Canal,
thought to have been built by the biblical Joseph.The city's dominant
attractions are the water wheels built by the Greek settlers, the canals,
the Obelisk which stands at the city's northern entrance and many
ancient Egyptian monuments
Lake Qaroun is a safe haven and warm cradle for thousands of migrant
birds fleeing the severe cold of Europe. It is also the incubator and the
happy nest that embraces infant birds on the lake islets during
reproduction time.Various kinds of fish live in the lake waters, while many
species of mammals, reptiles and birds live in this wonderful reserve
El Fayoum is also famous for its more than 200 waterwheels, which have
become a prominent symbol of the town and the oasis
~

Nov. 30 Wed. Fayoum (B
Nazla Village: Late morning leisurely visit to this village, a pottery paradise,
where a very particular technique is still used to make spherical pots based on
very old and traditional methods.

~~

Nazla village is one of three pottery production sites at Fayoum and one of the rare Egyptian
sites which produces terracotta pottery from Nile silt
The site inspired classic Egyptian movies like ‘Nightingale’s Prayer’ and ‘Post Officer,’ as well
as the classic epic poem ‘Al-Sirah Al-Hilallia.
For over ten years, forty families have worked in pottery production at Nazla.They inherited
the trade from their ancestors who have passed down the craft for generations. Currently,
only twelve families are keeping up with this tradition
~
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We will have time to visit the shops and pottery schools and to stroll in the
village.
The rest of the day is free to enjoy our lovely lodge or linger in the village.

Dec. 01 Thurs. Fayoum (B/L
Wady Rayan Waterfalls & Wadi Hitan (Unesco WH
A lovely day in nature in this desert oasis and protected park
where a magical lake, cascading waterfalls and a valley of ancient whales will
be the day’s top attractions

~~

The fossils of Al-Hitan show the youngest whales ‘archaeocetes’, in the last stages of losing
their hind limbs. Other fossil material in the site makes it possible to reconstruct the
ecological conditions of this prehistoric time.These fossils represent one of the major stories
of evolution: the emergence of the whale as an ocean-going mammal from a previous life as
a land-based animal.
~~
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After lunch at a rest house in Wadi Rayan we will have time to enjoy the
sunset over the Magic Lake, named for the changing colors as the sun reflects on it,
and the unique Mudawara Mountains.

Dec. 02 Fri. Fayoum (B
For bird enthusiasts, we will take an early morning drive to Lake Qaroun to
start a bird watching experience with our specialized bird watching guide.
Return to hotel for breakfast.
After breakfast we will have time to visit some farms communities, enjoy
our hotel or do some shopping before our departure the next day for Cairo
and Luxor.

~~

Fayoum is an amazing bird watching destination in Egypt, and it is very famous for its
tasty fruits and vegetables. Birds migrate to the oasis for the lush plants and the waters
of Lake Quarun, the largest salt water lake in Egypt and one of the oldest natural lakes in
the world
The Fayoum depression is also home to the Rayyan Valley, or Wadi Ar-Rayyan, which
covers 11,450 hectares of lakes, 1,580 hectares of wetlands and 160,949 hectares of
desert lands
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Dec. 03 Sat. Fayoum - Cairo - Luxor (B/L/
D
A busy morning of travel, with our first stop at
the Cairo airport to fly to Luxor where we will
embark on our luxuriously appointed
Dahabeya

After lunch on board, we will leave with our
private guide to discover the magnificent
temple complex of Amon-Ra at Karnak
We will finish our visit at the Luxor Temple
Overnight onboard near Luxo

.
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Meals: Full board while on boat

~
Karnak was the largest and most important religious
complex in ancient Egypt at its peak.
The Temple of Amun-Ra is the most significant structure and
the largest religious building ever built, and it is considered to
be where the god lived on earth with his wife, Mut, and son,
Khonsu, who also have temples at the site.
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The Luxor Temple in Thebes is one of the most
extraordinary and beautiful temples in Egypt
The entrance alone with its Avenue of Sphinxes is inspiring. It
was “the place of the First Occasion,” where the god Amon
experienced rebirth during the pharaoh’s annually reenacted
coronation ceremony
~~

Dec. 04 Sun. Luxor ~ Esna
Our guide will lead us through the amazing Valley
of the Kings for a real treat. This is the site where
Howard Carter discovered the tomb of
Tutankhamen in 1922 and the Temple of
Hatshepsut, one of the world’s most striking
architectural masterpieces commissioned by the
only woman Pharaoh.
Then we will visit the temple of Medinet Habu, most
famous for its vast amount of well-preserved reliefs
and massive statues of Ramesses III
We will then sail to Esna to overnight by a nearby
island

Dec. 05 Mon. Esna ~ Edf
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We will visit the Temple of Esna and overnight at
Gebel El Kelh

~~

Edfu's temple is one of the Ptolemy Dynasty's most impressive feats of construction
and due to its youth - built in the 2nd Century BC - it is also one of Egypt's best
preserved temples
Stone sentinels of the falcon-headed god Horus watch over the Great Pylon, while stone
reliefs on either side of the gate sing the praises of Ptolemy King Neos Dionysos
~
On our way back we will stop at Gebel El Silsila to visit a small temple.

~~

Between the New Kingdom and the Greco-Roman period, Silsila became the largest
sandstone quarry in Egypt, providing the building materials for major temples including
Dendera, Luxor, Karnak, Esna and Edfu. Perhaps as much as seven million tons of
sandstone were quarried from the site during the Pharaonic period alone
~
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Overnight moored beside Maneeha Island with dinner on the island

~


 


Dec. 06 Tues. Edfu ~ Kom Omb
In the morning, we will explore Edfu’s wonderfully preserved Temple of
Horus and continue to Wadi El Chatt. We will disembark and walk to see
Pharaonic inscriptions, passing fields and villages

Dec. 07 Wed. Kom Omb
We will sail to Kom Ombo to see the Ptolemaic
temple dedicated to the crocodile god Sobek

and the falcon-headed Horus
~~

The temple is an unusual double temple and features a
unique engraving that is thought to be among the first
representations of medical and surgical instruments, one
of the most intriguing features of the temple.
The depicted surgical instruments include scalpels,
curettes, forceps, speculators, scissors, medicine bottles,
and prescriptions.
The image is completed with two goddesses sitting on
birthing chairs. At the time the relief was carved,
Egyptian medical science was almost certainly the most
advanced in the world
~
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Overnight nearby Kom Ombo

Dec. 08 Thu. Kom Ombo ~ Aswa
Sail to Aswan where we will visit the Temple of Philae and the Unfinished Obelisk.

~~
Egypt's ancient center for the cult of Isis, the Temples
of Philae, were venerated from the Pharaonic era
through the Greek, Roman, and Byzantine periods. Each
ruler made their own additions to the temples
This sacred site has dazzled travelers and is one of
Nubia's most important monument sites
Abandoned thousands of years ago in the quarries of
Aswan, the Unfinished Obelisk is a granite wouldbe monument that was never finished. It is one of the
most important archaeological finds in Egypt for the
insight it has provided into ancient stonemasonry
methods
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It is thought that the female pharaoh Hatshepsut
commissioned the work during the 18th dynasty, more
than 3,500 years ago
~~

Dec. 09 Fri. Aswan
Optional Abu Simbel
Early in the morning those who wish can visit the
overpowering Temple of Ramses II, Abu Simbel, which
was moved to its present location when the
controversial High Dam was constructed in 1970. The
dam created one of the world's largest artificial lakes,
Lake Nasser
Those who have visited Ramses Temple before can enjoy the
relaxed town of Aswan and perhaps take a sail on a felucca
(traditional sailboat) to view the town from the watery
highway that once made Aswan an important trading post.
Visit the botanical garden on Kitchener Island or the Coptic
Monastery of St. Simeon

.
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The river in Aswan is speckled with islands with picturesque
mud-brick Nubian villages and hemmed by the West Bank's
colossal sand dunes
It is all incredibly photogenic, particularly at sunset, when
hundreds of lateen-sailed feluccas take to the water and the river
shimmers in the setting sun
~~

Dec. 10 Sat. Aswan ~ Cairo (B

We will be transferred to the airport for our
short flight to Cairo. ~ Grand Egyptian
Museum
Hotel Belle Epoque 4 nights

A country house with colonial verandas,
a luscious garden, swimming pool, and
an excellent traditional restauran
Romantic, family-friendly and chic, this home-away-from-home
is located in Cairo's most lushly landscaped quarter, the Maddi
district, where wealthy, cosmopolitan Cairenes built their stately
residences and filled their sprawling garden
with a stunning array of exotic plants and trees.
Now it is home to over a dozen embassies and much of the
capital's multi-cultural expatriate community
~
After settling-in at our hotel surrounded by fruit and
palm trees, we will visit the Grand Egyptian
Museum**. Our private guide will give more depth
to the monuments we visited while sailing from
Luxor to Aswan
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** If the Grand Museum is not open, we will visit the Cairo
Museum.

Dec. 11 Sun. Cairo (B
Dahsur, The Great Pyramids & The Sphinx
A full day tour visiting the Dahshur area with entrance to one of the
Pyramids included. We will continue to Sakkara to visit the Pyramid
of Zoser and the New Tombs

~~

Dahsur, Memphis and Sakkara contain some of the oldest and
best-preserved sites, not only in Egypt, but in the world.
Here we can enter one of the pyramids descending down a tight
steep runner to explore the ancient chambers. Finally, we will head to Sakkara with
its Step Pyramid, the oldest complete stone building in the world.
The New Tombs where discovered in 2018 and are 4,400-years old
~
Arabian Horse Breeding Farm Visit
We will continue to Giza to see the Great Pyramid and The Sphinx.

.
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So many aspects of the Giza Plateau are shrouded in mystery.
The 4th Dynasty pyramids represent the apex of Egyptian engineering. For the next
few thousand years, no successive Egyptian dynasty would ever be able to match it
No human endeavor has been more associated with mystery than the huge, ancient
lion that has a human head, resting on the rocky plateau a stroll from the Great
Pyramid
~~

Dec. 12 Mon. Cairo. (B
Coptic Cairo & Modern Cairo: Hanging Church and Ben Ezra Synagogue ~ Local book stores and coffee shops

~~

Hanging Church—Standing atop 2nd century Roman ruins, this iconic and oldest
church has a number of distinguishing architectural features.
Two bell towers loom above the church, which as a whole is modeled to resemble
Noah’s Ark. Notably, the church is one of the first in Egypt to be built in the style
of a basilica.The porch, which dates to the 11th century
has somewhat miraculously survived centuries of shuffling feet and processions
Located deep in the winding alleys of Coptic Cairo, Ben Ezra Synagogue is the oldest
Jewish temple in Cairo, dating from the 9th century.
The discovery of a huge cache of documents, the synagogue’s treasury
which recorded the history and transactions of Cairo’s Jewish communit
since the 11th century, provided the most complete account of medieval Jewry
anywhere in the world
~
Lunch proposed at a very small local restaurant
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After lunch we will visit the popular Bookshop Lehnert and stroll
Tahrir Square, made world-famous during the Arab Spring.

Dec. 13 Tues. Cairo. (B/D)
Medieval Cairo: El Shekh Moayed Mosque and Bab Zuweila ~
Bab El Fatouh Gate & El Muezz St ~ Grand Bazaar and Tentmaker’s Sou
~~
El Shekh Moayed Mosque, built into the Fatimid walls between 1415 and 1421, was
laid out on the site of a prison where its patron Mamluk Sultan had earlier languished. Its
entrance portal, dripping with stalactite vaulting, is particularly grand
The enormous bronze door is thought to have been pilfered from the Mosque of Sultan
Hassan
Bab Zuweila is part of the original Fatimid fortifications.This massive gate is surmounted
on either side by the minarets of the Al-Muayyad Mosque, and it was one of three main
portals to the city. It was painstakingly restored in 2001, and
it is the centerpiece of a plan to revive the area around the gate.
The elegant twin minarets soaring over the gate of Bab Zuweila have become one of the
city's landmarks
El-Muezz Street was once the heart of fortified Cairo and will lead us into Khan el
Khalili Bazaar where we
can browse the rest of the afternoon and stop at the Tentmaker’s Souk,
one of the remaining medieval speciality quarters
It takes its name from the artisans who produce the bright fabric
used for the ceremonial tents at wakes, weddings and feasts
Great day for Xmas shopping
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The Colorful Bazaar
Located in the Islamic district of Cairo, Khan El
Khalili bazaar was originally built to serve as a
mausoleum for the Fatimid royal family,
and at the time it was a part of the Great Eastern
Fatimid Palace which was built in 970 CE
However, the Khan (meaning “market”) was
established in the 14th century.
Today, Egyptians are here as well, buying their fabrics
and clothes, pots, and other ordinary
household needs and haggling is the order of the day.
Step into this world of color, spices and sounds to
mingle with shoppers and buyers and experience the
daily hassling for goods
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We can stop to taste local delicacies and their strong
coffee

Dec. 14 Wed. Cairo Departure
OR
Continue to Alexandria and the Oasis of Siwa

Transfer to the airport for those returning home
We will continue on a 7 day extension to the mythical city o
Alexandria and the Oasis of Siwa.
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The oasis was the seat of the oracle temple of Amon
which was already famous in the time of Herodotu
and was consulted by Alexander the Great

Included in our tour are all visits as described in the itinerary with our own private qualified guide
• Private greeting at airport and all private transfers
• Meals: All breakfasts (16), all meals while sailing on the Nile, plus 2 dinners and 1 lunch
• Transportation in air-conditioned van or cruiser depending on number of participants
• 2 transfers in Cairo: from Cairo airport to Cairo hotel & bac
• Private drive from Cairo to Fayoum & bac
• 3 full days in Fayoum as described in the itinerary
• Use of Jeeps in Fayoum, bird watching with special guide, Tunis Village visi
• Private transfer in Luxo
• Private transfer in Aswa
• Guiding fees in Cairo, Fayoum , Aswan and Luxo
• 7 nights with full board on the deluxe sailing boat Amarat
• Visits to Karnak, Luxor Temple, Valley of the Kings with Tut Tomb, Hatshepsut Temple and Madinet Hab
with our own private guide plus all stops mentioned in cruise itinerary including entrance fees
• 4 full day tours in Cairo as described in the itinerary including entrance fee
• Private visit to a breeding Arabian horse farm including refreshments
• Farewell dinner with an Egyptian family
• Egyptian entry vis
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Not included
• Domestic airfare: approximately $280 per person
• Tips to driver and guides and cruise personnel
• International Airfare
• Anything not mentioned in the itinerary as included or of personal natur

