
An unforgettable experience through this captivating Island 

Cuba  -   from West to East

Feb20, 2017 - Option of 9 or 16 days 

Connect with the people, their culture and rich traditions 

Enjoy the stunning sceneries and distinctive island cuisine 

Visit La Havana, Viñales - the land of tobacco 

The Natural Park “Las Terrazas”, Cienfuegos City and Trinidad , Che’s museum 
in Santa Clara and continue to the less visited East ending in the soul of Cuban 

Rhythm, ‘Santiago de Cuba’

Learn how Cubans are trying to create private businesses and how the current 
dual currency works. 

Cosmopolitan Adventure Tours  …  creating Tours since 1965 
Tel: 415-924.4627 / 800-569.6228

info@cosmopolitanadventuretours.com
www.cosmopolitanadventuretours.com  

CST#1012223-60
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Cuba Soul and Rhythm 16 days

3 nights’ accommodation at B&B in Old Havana

1 nights’ accommodation at 4-star hotel in “Las Terrazas”

3 nights’ accommodation at private house in Trinidad

1 nights’ at 3* hotel in Camaguey, best available. 

4 nights’ accommodation at 5 starSpa Resort in Holguin all inclusive 

3 nights accommodations at 4-star hotel in Santiago de Cuba

All breakfasts and most lunches included plus 3 days all inclusive resort

All accommodations with private facilities 

All transfers and services in a/c van.

Local and experienced drivers and guides.  

Highlights:   
Escorted by Spanish speaking lecturer Rea Franjetic

will bring an energy, curiosity and excitement to this trip that makes it all the more 
memorable and fun.

• Experience Cuba at its most authentic, where few groups go (Baracoa,Remedios, 
Camaguey, Santiago de Cuba …)

• Special encounters with local artists, community members, farmers, musicians
•  Meals at Rea’s specially selected venues and paladares
• Enjoy the stunningly beautiful beach resort of Cayo Del Norte

See the Cuba few visitors see! 



Daily Itinerary 

Feb 20  Day 1 US  – Havana   (L)
From the airport we will go on a short panoramic tour of Modern Havana with a stop at the Plaza de la 
Revolución (Revolution Square) where we will see the Monument to José Martí, one of the most important 
figures of Cuban history and leader in the independence war against Spain. We will pass the Havana 
University and the now famous Hilton Hotel where Castro installed his headquarter during his revolution. 
Lunch at Paladar El Litoral, on the Malecon overlooking the sea. 
Hotel check in, 3 nights. 

• Optional night visit: 
El Cañonazo – We will drive 
through the tunnel under the 
bay to the Fort of El Morro,. 
Here you will see the 
recreation of the traditional 
9:00 PM cannon shot 
ceremony, used in the colonial 
times as a sign of approaching 
vessels wall. Appx. 3 hours 

Day 2. Havana   (B)
Historical Tour of Old 
Havana 

Wander the labyrinth streets 
of Havana on this walking 
tour through the city and 

discover the unique charm that landed it on the  
UNESCO World Heritage List, taking in the spectacular decay and rusted charm of the city's oldest 
buildings.
We will also pass by the Grand Theater of Havana (a baroque architectural wonder which houses
the world-famous Cuban National Ballet) and the Paseo del Prado with its fabulous if crumbling mansions
On to  visit the Colon Cemetery, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
After lunch we will have a free afternoon. 

• Night: Optional JAZZ night –

Day 3 Havana  (B/L)
Cuban culture - Revolution Museum, Callejon de Hamel and Hemingway’s Finca Vigia
Built between 1913 and 1920 this former Palacio Presidencial was ornately decorated by Tiffany of 
New York, today it houses  the  vast  collection of exhibits dedicated to the Cuban Revolution
In simple words it will help to better understand the  fascinating events and characters involved in Cuba's 
Revolution.The Museum's collection includes revolutionary  memorabilia and exhibits alongside some of 
Cubas more modern History. Not to be missed is the “Granma”,  the small boat used by Castro and 82 
Soldiers of the revolution to return from exile in Mexico. Housed in a special Pavillion at the rear of the
building you can see the tiny boat  that helped launch the revolution.
Lunch at a private restaurant 
Callejon Hamel: Colorful Callejón de Hamel is a short drive away from the busy streets of central Havana. 
It’s raw, real and a visual feast for visitors’ eyes. Vivid murals painted panoramic and sky high, indoor and 
outdoor shrines and sculptural pieces dedicated to the Afro Cuban religion of Santeria document the 



African history of slaves in Cuba.   Santeria is a mix of the West African religion Yoruba with elements of 
Roman Catholic and Native American traditions. It is often misinterpreted as a ‘voodoo’ religion as it 
involves trance, animal sacrifice, deity worship and sacred drumming and dancing. To visitors, the murals, 
shrines and deities (orishas) mixed in with imagery of Cuban nationalism may seem very kitschy, but to 
locals it’s a source of identity and heritage – an area they are very proud to show to visitors.

Lunch at the Bodeguita del Medio, 
where Hemingway liked to drink 
Mojitos, refreshing and strong rum 
with mint and lemon.  

Hemingway Museum in Finca Vigia

Ten miles east of Havana is 
Hemingway's Cuba house - Finca 
Vigia, meaning "lookout house".
Finca Vigia is located in the small, 
working-class town of San Francisco 
de Paula. Built in 1886 by a Spanish 
Architect Miguel Pascual y Baguer, 
Finca Vigia was purchased by 
Hemingway in 1940 for a cost of
$12,500. There, Hemingway wrote 

two of his most celebrated novels: For Whom the Bell Tolls and The Old 
Man and the Sea. A Movable Feast was written there as well. After Hemingway's death in 1961, the Cuban 
government took ownership of the property . You will see his famous yacht Pilar. After you will visit 
Cojimar, a small fishing village, where Hemingway used to dock Pilar. A monument to the writer made with 
the bronze donated by the fishermen of the village was built here. 

• Night Optional : Tropicana Cabaret with dinner Tropicana is a world-known Cabaret, the most 
spectacular of the cabarets to open sky. It’s a unique place to enjoy the music and the Cuban folklore 
in all their color, musicality and rhythm, an art extravaganza to multiply the Cuban happiness of a 
true tropical night. Marlon Brando, Ernest Hemingway, Rita Hayworth, and J.F.K., to name a few, 
frequently visited this famous place.

Day 4 Havana - Pinar del Rio - Terrazas (B/L)

Viñales, the land of tobacco. 

8:00am Departure to the Valley of Viñales, 120 miles from Havana. A National Park of the same name has 
been declared a natural heritage site. The area has very fertile lands, where the famous Cuban tobacco is 
grown and harvested. Upon arriving, you will make a stop at the Los Jazmines observation point, where 
one can take in the impressive views of the natural environment. Next, visit the Mural of Prehistory, painted 
by contemporary artists and farmers on the side of a “mogote,” the rock formation typical of this Valley–a 
wooded hill 120 meters high. Then visit La Cueva del Indio, a cave complex where you can see interesting 
geological formations and an underground gallery, with a stretch of subterraneous river that you will 
navigate on powerboats. 
Lunch at the restaurant “Paladar Campestre El Hombre Habano”. 
Visit a tobacco farm and get to know its owners and employees. Learn about their lifestyle, work and about 
the process of the tobacco production. 
Return to La Moka Hotel, in Natural Park “Las Terrazas”, nature reserve of the biosphere. 
Overnight at La Moka hotel, two nights  



Day 5  Terrazas - Cienfuegos - Trinidad (B/L)

 Natural Park “Las Terrazas” and Soroa. 

Las Terrazas nature reserve in the municipality of 
Candelaria, which was designated a Biosphere Reserve 
by 
UNESCO. You will visit the small community of "Las 
Terrazas", "El Cafetal" house museum, where coffee was 
grown during the past century. 
 
City tour of Cienfuegos continuing to colorful iconic 
Trinidad
Cienfuegos is the only city in Cuba that was founded by the 
French. As a result, it feels a little different than other Cuban 
cities, with wider streets and a once famous theater which we will 
visit. 

Private house accommodations in Trinidad, two nights. 

Day 6 Trinidad (B)

Trinidad is a colonial relic declared World 
Cultural Heritage by UNESCO. The 

unique colonial architecture, cobblestone 
streets, colorful houses and friendly people 

make of Trinidad “a must”. 

City Tour Trinidad
Morning, Trinidad City Tour and 
visit Art & Craft Market.
Lunch in the private restaurant. 
Free afternoon to enjoy the city. 

Founded in the early 16th century in 
honor of the Holy Trinity, the city was a 
bridgehead for the conquest of the 
American continent. Its 18th- and 19th-
century buildings, such as the Palacio 
Brunet and the Palacio Cantero, were 
built in its days of prosperity from the 

sugar trade.
Day 7 Trinidad   -    Valley Los Ingenios -(B/L)

Visit to the historic Valle de los Ingenios (Sugar Mill)
Twelve kilometres northeast of Trinidad are three interconnected rural valleys – San Luis, Santa Rosa and Meyer – 

that make up the 225-km2 Valley de los Ingenios. More than fifty sugar mills were in operation here at the industry’s 
peak in the 19th century, and in 1827 more than 11,000 slaves were working in the mills. A long, gradual decline in 

Cuba's sugar industry accelerated significantly in the 1990s. The former plantations, mill buildings and other facilities 
and archaeological sites in the Valley de los Ingenios represent the richest and best-preserved testimony of the 

Caribbean sugar agro-industrial process of the 18th and 19th centuries, and of the slavery phenomenon associated with it.

Day 8 Trinidad - Santa Clara -Camaguey or Havana  (B/L)
Che Guevara’s modern Museum in Santa Clara

We will continue to  Che Guevara Museum, Mausoleum & Statue, a fascinating insight into Cubas 
Revolution.  

Then Lunch in the private restaurant. 
Continue transfer to Camaguey for overnight. One night or Havana



                                         

Day 9 Santa Clara - Camaguey - Paya Pesquero B/L/D)
City tour of Camaguey
We will visit the birth house and museum of the poet Nicolas Guillen 
and city tour Camaguey. 

Welcome to the maze. Camagüey's odd, labyrinthine layout is the by-product of 
two centuries spent fighting off 

musket-toting pirates like Henry Morgan: tumultuous times led the fledgling 
settlement to develop a peculiar street 

pattern designed to confuse pillaging invaders and provide cover for its long-
suffering residents (or so legend has it). 

As a result, Camagüey's sinuous streets and narrow winding alleys are more reminiscent of a Moroccan medina than 
the geometric grids of Lima or Mexico City an  excellent place to visit to get a feel for Cuba's colonial-era grandeur.  

Lunch at a private restaurant in Camaguey and then continue to Holguin, 160 miles (4 hours appx.).  

Holguin is the name of the third largest province in Cuba with an area of 9,300 km2 and more than a million inhabitant. 
Founded in 1545 by the Spanish conquistador Don Francisco Garcia Holguin.

Hotel Playa Pesquero 5 star, four nights all-inclusive. 
Pesquero Beach, on the north coast of Holguín province in Cuba’s east, is one of Cuba’s legendary beaches. 
When the admiral Christopher Columbus disembarked in this area he called it ‘the most beautiful land that 
human eyes have seen.’ This remarkable place is near the Naranjo (Orange) Bay National Park with its 
lush tropical vegetation.

Day 10 Playa Pesquero  
(B/L/D)
Day to enjoy the hotel, its spa an wonderful 
surroundings. 

Day 11 Playa Pesquero  
(B/L/D)
Holguin city tour
After breakfast we will drive to Holguin city, stop 
at the lookout at Loma de la Cruz (Mount of the 
Cross), where you can see a magnificent view of 
the city. This is the place where Pope Francis 
celebrated Mass on his trip to Cuba. La Loma de 
la Cruz takes its name from a wooden cross that 
sits at the top of the hill, a symbol of assurance 
and safety and a place of pilgrimage for many 
visitors. 

Then continue to Gibara, also known as "La Villa Blanca" (thanks to its many facades of colonial style 
painted white), Gibara is a small village in the northern province of Holguin, It was one of the first places 
where Columbus made landfall in October 1492. While in colonial times Gibara played an important role 
because of its port and the sugar industry today it is a quiet place full of architectural traces of its past.
In the afternoon return to our resort to relax

Note: Those who wish to visit only Western Cuba will leave for 
Havana and fly out to the US on day 9   (Feb 28)



Day 12 Playa Pesquero  B/L/D)
Visit Nature Park Cayo Saetia
Preserved as a virgin area, this Natural Park stretches for 42 square kilometers with forests that house a 
wide variety of animal species, such as white-tail deer, zebras, buffaloes, ostriches, peacocks, antelopes and 
hundreds of birds. Adventure tour through the countryside to Antilla Port and catamaran sail in Nipe Bay. 
Open bar and light snacks on board. Snorkeling time at the coral reef. Safari to watch the fauna on 
specialized transport means (jeeps or trucks). Buffet Lunch at the beach. 
Leisure time to enjoy the dream-like beaches, ride on horseback or appreciate the beautiful surroundings.

Day 13 Playa Pesquero - 
Santiago de Cuba (B/L)
We will drive about 2 hours to Santiago 
with a stop at Biran Farm

Fidel Castro Ruz was born on August 13, 1926, at 
the Finca las Manacas (aka Casa de Fidel) near 

the village of
Birán, south of Cueto. The farm, which was bought 

by Fidel's father Ángel in 1915, is huge, and 
includes its own 

workers village (a cluster of small thatched huts for 
the mainly Haitian laborers), a cockfighting ring, a 

post 
office, a store and a telegraph. The several large 

yellow wooden houses that can be glimpsed through the cedar 
trees are where the Castro family lived.

Lunch in private restaurant in Cayo Granma, Santiago de Cuba.  

We will visit the house Fidel's parents lived in until their death. Lina's bedroom is dotted with religious 
statues, her glass-top dresser decorated with clippings of her son in the jungle. There is Angel's old 
wardrobe with his clothes hanging there, and all the family bric-a-brac. In a country of closed doors, this is 
most compelling – perhaps because it was rescued from dilapidation and passionately restored in 1979 by 
Celia Sánchez, Fidel's friend and rumored lover, rather than by officials with a lot of agenda.

Day 14 Santiago de Cuba  (B/L)
City tour of Santiago;  Cespedes Park, Morro fortress, Moncada Barracks, Maceo monument 
on RevolutionSquare, Santa Efigenia Cemetery… Sanctuary del Cobre 

After lunch visit the Sanctuary del Cobre, one of the most revered religious sites in  Cuba. The altar 
where the ‘Virgin of Charity’ rests is marble and solid silver and decorated with huge objects.The chapel 
is called Chapel of Miracles, a small room where the believers deposited offerings: jewelry, gold and 
precious stones, chains, clothes, Olympic medals, baby clothes and many common objects from the 
faithful.
On September 8, 1961, the Archdiocese of Miami celebrated the feast of Our Lady of Charity with 
30,000 Cuban exiles at Miami Stadium. On the same day, a 16-inch replica of the statue of Our Lady of 
Charity was smuggled out of Cuba and arrived at the stadium.

Day 15 Santiago de Cuba  (B)
Day free 
Santiago de Cuba is the capital of Cuba's southeastern Santiago de Cuba Province, facing a bay off the Caribbean Sea. 

Founded by the Spanish in 1515, it's known for colonial architecture and revolutionary history. The city's distinctive 
Afro-Cuban cultural influences are on display during July's Carnaval, a days-long festival with drum-beating parades 

featuring colorful costumes and son dancing, a precursor to salsa.



Enlivened by a cosmopolitan mix of Afro-
Caribbean culture and situated closer to Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic than to Havana, 
Santiago's influences tend to come as much 
from the east as from the west, a factor that has 
been crucial in shaping the city's distinct 
identity. Nowhere else in Cuba will you find 
such an inexorably addictive colorful 
combination of people or such a resounding 
sense of historical destiny. Diego Velázquez de 
Cuéllar made the city his second capital, Fidel 
Castro used it to launch his embryonic 
nationalist Revolution, Don Facundo Bacardí 

based his first-ever rum factory here, and just about every Cuban music genre from salsa to son first 
emanated from somewhere in these dusty, rhythmic and sensuous streets.

Day 16 Santiago de Cuba  - USA  (B)
Transfer to the airport for our flight to Miami and onward.

Pricing based on 6 people traveling together  
“ Essential Cuba” - 9 days  Cost of Land Program per person in double from $4200 to $4500
“ Cuba’s Soul and Rhythm” 16 days    Cost of Land Program per person in double $6700.00
Single Supplement on request

A non-refundable deposit of $500.00 is required to hold your space. Tour is limited to 12 guests

To become part of this experience, questions or request a sign-up form please contact Rea at  
Cosmopolitan Adventure Tours 

Tel: 415-924.4627 / 800-569.6228 
info@cosmopolitanadventuretours.com  /  www.cosmopolitanadventuretours.com 

Programs includes:
Double room accommodation in hotels/private homes mentioned or similar 
Cuba visa fee 
Meals per day as noted (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)
All transportation as noted in itinerary by air-conditioned van/bus
All entrance fees to included tour sites
Tips to guides and drivers.
Cuban travel insurance covering medical re-patriation expenses only (required by the Cuban government) 
– please note this is NOT cancellation insurance, which we offer separately.  

Programs do not include: 
Air transportation from hometown to/from Havana  (From SFO approx $650.00 pp)  
Cuban departure tax 25CUC  (approximately $30 USD per person)
Expenditures of a personal nature (laundry, telephone, internet fees, etc.)
Anything not mentioned in “Included” above
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